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PRESIDENT’S PREAMBLE
How wonderful it is to see our Annual Dinner 
restored to its rightful place alongside the School 
Summer Fair on June 18th, to be held again 
at Hornsbury Mill following last year’s very 
successful October event at the same venue. 
Details can be found later in this bulletin, if 
you’ve not already done so secure your places at 
the dinner NOW, deadline is the end of May.
You should also please take time to read about the 
range of successes that the School has enjoyed. 
Congratulations to the Netball team and to those 
pupils who have gained places and scholarships 
to several of the local Independent and State 
Schools. Well done to both pupils and staff 
for all the hard work involved in participation 
and preparation. You should also note the 
achievement of Xavier Ashurst in becoming a 
Child of Britain, congratulations to him. Lots of 
interest in the section on News from the School, 
clearly a busy time for Katie Hill and her team 
while still battling with the ongoing impact of 
Covid 19, hopefully now behind us?

Unfortunately, I was unable to get to St Pauls 
Cathedral for the memorial service for Andy 
Watts. Graham duly represented the Association 
at what was a very well attended event celebrating 
the life of a well respected and popular Old 
Cerdic. We also note with sadness the passing of 
John Durrant, a keen supporter of the OCA. A 
fuller Obituary will appear in our next edition.
Thanks to those of you that responded to Stewart 
Hull’s pleas to support the School’s Assembly 
talks, now chasing participation for dates in the 
Autumn Term. I was too late to secure a place this 
time so am hoping to have the opportunity to take 
part next term! Hot of the press, Mick Farthing’s 
talk on wood turning apparently went down a 
storm so more please!

Thanks as always to Graham and Eleanor for their 
work in preparing this Newsletter, I look forward 
to seeing as many of you as possible on June 18th.

Charles Denman, President



FROM THE HEAD

The children enjoyed an active Spring Term 
with full of learning opportunities. At the 
beginning we launched our termly theme with 
a Heroes and Villains Day. Each child came to 
school dressed as a famous or modern-day hero 
or villain and took part in a range of exciting 
activities sparking their enthusiasm. 
With the opening of the new Chard Leisure 
Centre each child enjoyed a weekly swimming 
lesson. It was fantastic to watch the progress 
that the children made over the term. This was 
celebrated in a Swimming Gala in the final week 
of term when the children were able to show 
case their new skills in the pool much to the 
delight of their families. Another of the sporting 
highlights occurred when our Year 6 Netball 
Team won the South Somerset and Mendip 
Small Schools Netball Tournament. The team 
won all but one of their matches and it was a 
good afternoon for the team and their coaches 
alike! The team were thrilled to qualify for the 
County Championships held in Taunton recent-
ly. Our team finished second coming away with 
the silver medal and only missing out on the 
gold by goal difference. We are so very proud of 
the whole team who represented our school so 
brilliantly at county level.
Another memorable moment last term was 

World Book Day. Mr Sills organised a super day 
for the whole school on Thursday 3rd March 
when everyone came to school dressed as a 
book character. Children and staff arrived dres-
sed as everything from The Three Little Pigs to 
Harry Potter and Tigger to What the Ladybird 
Heard! The children from Symes-UC split into 
each learning team. Throughout the day they 
took part in a wide range of book led activities 
with an online book reading and Q & A session 
with Michael Murpurgo.  
The first half of term concluded with the chil-
dren show casing their talents in our very own 
talent show ‘Chard’s Got Talent’. A wide array of 
acts were viewed by our Student Council who 
carefully selected the final acts for the show. 
With acts ranging from dancing to singing, 
magic to gymnastics there was something for 
everyone and our judging panel found it very 
difficult to decide on one worthy winner. Throu-
ghout the term several of our musicians relished 
the opportunity to perform in a Music Recital 
Assembly. These Assemblies provide our chil-
dren that have peripatetic music lessons with 
the chance to perform to a live audience of their 
peers and families. It is always lovely to see how 
much individual progress has been made show-
casing singing, piano, guitar, drumming, violin 
and clarinet. Another superb musical opportu-
nity for our Cerdic Children was the ‘Come and 
Sing Event’ held at Wellington School when the 
children performed in a choir of 250 children 
from 20 different Prep and Primary Schools. 
During the term we held two Open Mornings 
that were very well attended with some parents 
registering their children to start in September 
2022 and 2023. We also ran a successful Scho-
larship Campaign and four families accepted 
scholarships offered to their children with a 
view to starting in September.
Last term we were so pleased to celebrate the 
success of many of our Year 6 pupils who have 
secured places at their chosen Senior Schools 
for this September. One child gained a place 
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DATES FOR YOUR DIARY

at Colyton, two have been awarded academic 
scholarships to Wellington and one child an 
academic and sporting scholarship also to 
Wellington, two have secured places at Blun-
dells and another a place at St. Johns, Sidmouth. 
Having assisted these children in preparing for 
their scholarship assessments, interviews and 
11+ exams we were so thrilled to learn that all 
their hard work had paid off.  
The Spring Term concluded on a high with the 
performance of Humpty Dumpty the Musical 
by Wyndham and Harris. The children sparkled 
on stage with superb presence, singing and ac-
ting skills. From monologues to excellent duets, 

clear solo singing and impressive choral num-
bers the show was really a delight to behold.
Following this action backed term, during 
which we had to battle with high rates of Covid 
within our school community, the children and 
staff were all more than ready for their Easter 
break, but on to this term! It was so lovely to 
see the children return through the school gates 
looking refreshed and eager for the Summer 
Term to begin with new challenges no doubt. 
Already they are immersed in Africa Day with 
our theme for the new term titled ‘Africa’.

URGENT REMINDER

OLD CERDICS ASSOCIATION ANNUAL DINNER
SATURDAY 18TH JUNE 2022

at the HORNSBURY MILL HOTEL, CHARD

SCHOOL DATES SUMMER TERM 2022

SATURDAY 18TH JUNE 2022
SUMMER FAIR on MONMOUTH LAWN
Organised by the Friends of Chard School

from 12.00noon – 2.00pm

TUESDAY 12TH JULY 2022
ANNUAL CONCERT and PRIZE GVING

CHURCH of the GOOD SHEPHERD
FURNHAM ROAD, CHARD from 2.00pm



DATES FOR YOUR DIARY

ANNUAL REUNION DINNER  -  
SATURDAY 18TH JUNE 2022
In returning to its traditional mid-summer 
spot plans are well advanced for the OCA’s 
annual dinner at the Hornsbury Mill Hotel on 
Saturday 18th June 2022. Bookings are going 
well and numbers should be on a par with 
last year’s postponed dinner in October.  The 
cost per head for a three-course dinner with 
choice of menu is £37.50 and as usual is open 
to the whole community of Chard School. Full 
details and booking forms have already been 
circulated. Note the closing date for booking is 
31st May 2022 and bookings cannot be accepted 
after this date.  
By way of a bonus our ‘in house impresario’ 
Stewart Hull, although going solo this year, 
will again draw the evening to a close with a 

musical odyssey and quiz from the mid-1950s 
and 60s testing memories as well as entertaining 
everyone with songs of yester year and blasts 
from the past.

ALL POSITIVE RETURNS WILL BE 
ACKNOLWEDGED BY RETURN PLEASE 
CONTACT IF NOT RECEIVED:
Graham Chamberlain 
Email: graham.cartrapen@yahoo.co.uk 

Note - For those seeking over-night 
accommodation the Mill is again offering a 
special deal of £100 per night to include breakfast 
for Old Cerdics attending the dinner 
Contact Jane – info@hornsburymill.co.uk  
FAO Jane.

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING  -  SATURDAY 18TH JUNE 2022

As last year and by tradition the dinner will be preceded by the Association’s statutory 
Annual General Meeting at 6.00pm in a separate room at the Mill. All former pupils 
and staff members are welcome to attend.

SUMMER FAIR  - SATURDAY 18TH JUNE 2022

After an absence of three years and in a sense of returning to some order of normality 
The Friends of Chard School are once again organising their traditional Summer 
Fair on Monmouth Lawn to which all former pupils are invited (with bulging wallets 
hopefully!).

BBQ, bouncy castle, hampers, tombola, local stalls, penalty shoot out.. it’s all going 
on! All the fun of the fair! Everyone welcome!

This is a great occasion for OCs of all ages to get together and an opportunity to meet 
members of staff and present pupils in a relaxed atmosphere within the confines of the 
old school.   



GUEST ASSEMBLY TALKS / 
OBITUARY - JOHN DURRANT

OBITUARY - JOHN DURRANT

The sad news of the death of John Durrant on Easter Sunday aged 82 came in just as this 
News Letter was going to press. John was a pupil at Chard School in the late 1950s and was 
very supportive of the OCA.

His funeral was held on Friday 29th April at the East Devon Crematorium. John was the 
dearly loved husband to Angela, father to Annette and Andrew, grandfather and great 
grandfather. He will be sorely missed by his family and friends.
A full obituary will be included in the next issue of the OCA News Letter.

REST IN PEACE

GUEST ASSEMBLY TALKS - UPDATE 
FROM STEWART HULL

Following my ‘round robin’ last month I’m 
happy to report that we eventually managed 
to fill the five slots we were offered by the 
School to give our talks to the kids for this 
Summer Term. I would now like you all to 
try and look ahead to the Autumn Term, 
which of course runs from September 
through to December, and see if you are 
able to set aside some time to visit the 
School to tell the youngsters about the 
fantastic achievements you’ve had in your 
illustrious lifetimes! As I’ve said before, 
the Head of School Katie Hill places a high 
value on these talks as she knows how much 

the children get out of them, so for all those 
coming to the reunion in June I shall be 
using the opportunity to ask for volunteers 
but in the meantime if you would like to put 
your name forward please contact me either 
by email at stewarthull@hotmail.com or 
phone 07544 340247.

TESSA DOWN has already paved the way 
when she was welcomed back to the school 
last term for a Guest Assembly. She gave the 
children a fascinating talk on her role as an 
emergency assistant – she is currently an 
Emergency Care Assistant working for the 
South West Ambulance Service. Tessa also 
spoke of her time at Chard School and how 
it had impacted on her career choice and 
took the opportunity to meet her former 
teacher Ann Taswell.  After assembly Symes 
and Horner classes thoroughly enjoyed 
an additional session with Tessa in their 
Doctor’s Surgery Role Play and learnt how 
to put dressings on properly.
Thanks everyone and all best wishes.  
 Stewart Hull



REV. WILLIAM JOHN BUSSELL/ THE LATE 
WILLIAM ANDREW (ANDY) WATTS MBE

THE REVD WILLIAM JOHN BUSSELL - 
HEADMASTER 1832-1851
It has come to light from OC BRIAN 
VAUGHAN living in Busselton, Western 
Australia of a direct link between his home town 
and Chard School. The name of Busselton is 
derived from the Bussell family, early pioneers 
from England who settled in Australia in the 
early 1800s. John Vernon Bussell and his wife 
Mary Elizabeth first settled in 1832 in what was 
known at that time as Vasse. It later became 
known as Busselton in 1845; the Colony of 
Western Australia having been declared in 1829.  
On page 22 of the history of Chard School it is 
on record that the Headmaster from 1832-1851 
was a Revd. William John Bussell; born in 1804 
son of Joseph Bussell of Kenton, Devon and 
therefore a direct member of the Bussell family. 
Although the Revd. Bussell was Headmaster 
for some nineteen years he was also appointed 
the Perpetual Curate for Seavington St Michael 
and Chillington at the same time. As Seavington 
is the other side of Ilminster and Chillington 
off the road to Crekwerne the good Reverend 

gentleman must have had a lot of travelling on 
Sundays! He was educated at Pembroke College, 
Cambridge and ordained deacon at Exeter in 
1827. After serving as a curate in Treneglos, 
Cornwall and Henley-on-Thames he ‘landed’ 
at Chard School in 1832 which means he must 
have been in his late 20s when appointed; as it 
so happens a similar age to Lawrence Powell 
when he was appointed Head in 1940!   William 
Bussell died in Winchester in 1893 aged 89.
FOOTNOTE - It is on record that through 
Bussell’s guidance the numbers at the school 
‘greatly increased’ although actual numbers 
are not known. Public interest in the school 
having grown Bussell was prompted to make 
Prize Giving at the end of the Summer Term 
a public occasion “…with many of the gentry 
and tradesmen of the town in attendance” and 
at which “Chard Harmonic Society sang some 
of their favourite pieces”.  It would seem the 
present-day school is perpetuating a tradition 
going back nearly 200 years by holding its 
annual Concert and Prizegiving at the end of the 
Summer Term! 

THE LATE WILLIAM ANDREW (ANDY) 
WATTS MBE

The long-awaited Memorial Service for Andy 
was held last Wednesday 4th May on what 
would have been his 77th birthday at The 
Chapel of the Most Excellent Order of the 
British Empire at St Pauls Cathedral. There were 

not far short of 200 friends and family present. 
Andy was awarded the MBE for services to 
the plumbing industry in 1994 and a year later 
became a liveryman of the Worshipful Company 
of Plumbers. It is perhaps not widely known 
that members of the Order and those who have 
been awarded the British Empire Medal together 
with their children are accorded the privilege of 
being able to use the Chapel for private family 
occasions. Chard School and the Dusty Road 
Ramblers both got a mention in the biography 
in the Order of Service at St Pauls
Andy’s background was very much in plumbing 
having served an apprenticeship on leaving 
school with the family firm of Watts Brothers 
based in Chard. He went on to become a 
founding member of the World Plumbing 



 THE LATE WILLIAM ANDREW (ANDY) 
WATTS MBE/SCHOOL NEWS

WORLD BOOK DAY
In March Mr Sills organised a super World Book 
Day for the children. The children enjoyed a 
carousel of workshops which included Fantastic 
Beasts and Where to Find Them information 
writing; Tintin graphic novel writing; Animalia 
wordplay and alliteration and a Hero and Villain 
character creation and description session. The 
day concluded with an exciting live talk from 
Author Michael Morpurgo. Michael read extracts 
from two of his new books and held a question 
and answer session for the children watching. 
An inspiring and fun-filled day for our budding 
Authors!

Council (WPC) and the driving force behind its 
relationship with the World Health Organisation 
through the publication of a document 
promoting public health and safety in plumbing. 
A full obituary for Andy was published in the 
September 2021 issue of the OCA News Letter. 
The attached photo of the Dusty Road Ramblers 
has subsequently come to light from Michael 
Vickery showing Michael in the background with 
John Cullingford, Rod Scriven, Rod Taylor and of 
course Andy on the drums.
As reported back in September Michael knew 

Andy well and was at school with him for 
5-6 years in the 1950s when Andy used to spend 
6 weeks with him on the farm at Wayford. 
They built a stage in the barn and gave musical 
evenings to the people in the village. Andy went 
on to become an accomplished drummer and had 
the distinction of playing before HM The Queen 
and HRH the Duke of Edinburgh when they 
visited Hornchurch for the 50th anniversary of 
the opening of the Queens Theatre.
For further information access OCA Newsletter 
September 2021 Issue 43.



SCHOOL NEWS

CHARD’S GOT TALENT
On 4th March, the eagerly awaited Finals of 
‘Chard’s Got Talent’ were held with a stellar line 
up of acts including football skills, dancing, rock 
bands and hula hooping! Great courage and 
energy was shown by all of our performers.
The Teachers judging panel had the tough job of 
choosing the top acts… they agreed that all the 
children had been stars but the top 3 places were 
awarded to:
1) Tomas B. (violin)
2) Poppy W. & Dotty W. (dancing)
3) Barney C-M. & Louis L.
(music performance)



SCHOOL NEWS

CHARITY PRESENTATIONS
In March our Upper Cerdic pupils 
delivered their researched Charity 
Presentations to the school with impressive 
poise and confidence! In the two weeks 
previous in English, Upper Cerdic 
worked together in groups to put together 
their presentations. They studied what 
features make a memorable, powerful and 
persuasive speech and were challenged 
to incorporate these features into their 
presentation. Plenty of creative work also 
went into the display boards which looked 
very effective! The school community then 
cast their votes for their chosen charity 
which will become the school charity for 
the rest of the school year. 



SCHOOL NEWS

HUMPTY DUMPTY THE MUSICAL
Our Spring Term was rounded off with two 
super performances of ‘Humpty Dumpty 
– The Musical’ by our Year 3 and 4 classes. 
Mrs Halford and Mr Lucas were so proud 
of the children who sang and performed 
with ear to ear smiles and enthusiasm! A 
huge well done to all of the children… what 
a ‘cracking’ way to complete a busy and 
productive term.



SCHOOL NEWS

CHILD OF BRITAIN AWARDS

Chard School pupil Xavier Ashurst was 
thrilled to be awarded his Certificate 
of Merit from The Child of Britain 
Association by Headteacher Katie Hill 
in his School Celebration Assembly 
in March. Xavier (8 years) was one 
of just 300 nationwide nominations 
shortlisted from 1000’s and 1000’s of 
entries to achieve a certificate for his 
spirit, determination and courage – an 
extraordinary honour and achievement.
The Child of Britain Awards shine a 
bright light on an amazingly brave group 
of young people who face challenges 
every day yet never give up, never stop 
trying – inspiring those around them in 
the process. A representative from The 
Child of Britain Awards said “All our 

nominees are inspirational young people 
who have achieved the extraordinary. All 
entrants into the awards have also been 
contacted with a certificate of Merit to 
congratulate them on their incredible 
achievements.”
Xavier’s parents, Richard and Jayne 
Ashurst said, “We are delighted that 
Xavier has been recognised by The 
Child of Britain Awards in honouring 
his extraordinary courage and 
determination to continue to overcome 
adversity from such an early age. His 
love and positivity are truly inspirational 
to us as a family and his friends. We 
thank the Child of Britain Awards for 
celebrating our rare and unique children 
who go through so much and teach us 
even more. Xavier lives his life to the 
full and never complains meaning many 
of his challenges go unnoticed which 
is why it is so special to receive this 
recognition. We would also like to thank 
Mrs Hill and everyone at Chard School 
for the incredible academic and pastoral 
support Xavier has received since he 
joined his reception class. Furthermore 
as Xavier’s condition is very demanding 
physically we are especially grateful to 
his P.E. Teacher Miss Taswell for the 
fantastic support and encouragement he 
has been given to believe in himself.”
Headteacher Katie Hill said, “It is 
wonderful to see Xavier having the 
recognition he deserves for being the 
star that he is! He truly is an inspiration. 
We are so proud.”



SCHOOL NEWS

AFRICA DAY
The Summer Term started on a high on 
Wednesday 27th April with Africa Day, 
to celebrate our new school theme. The 
children were treated to a visiting African 
Dance workshop with Nadia, a sample of 
African culinary and musical delights with 
Mrs Halford and Madame Bartolli, African 
Art with Mrs Pielesz and Miss Taswell and 
an African Fact File session with Mr Sills 
and Mrs Gosden. The day went with a real 
swing and a good time was had by all! 

MATHS TEAM NEWS
Our Maths Team represented us brilliantly 
on May 3rd at the South West area heat of 
the Quiz Club Championships. Held face-
to-face for the first time in two years, at 
Badminton School, Bristol, the team were 
up against incredibly tough competition 
from schools across the South West. 
We are very proud of the team who 
worked brilliantly together finishing in an 
incredibly tight 5th place, with only 1 or 2 
correct answers separating the top 5 teams 
due to the way the points are allocated. 
We look forward to taking part in many 
more face-to-face Maths competitions 
in the coming months now that they can 
finally be held in person again.



SCHOOL NEWS

SPORTS  NEWS
We are thrilled to report that our Year 6 
Netball Team finished in Silver position 
in the County Netball Finals held at 
Taunton Vale Sports Club in April. What 
a tremendous performance and fantastic 
achievement... congratulations to Miss T. 
and her medal winning team!

Our Running Team also put in a 
superb effort at the beginning of the 
Summer Term at the Stockland Races 
where 4 pupils placed in the top 10 in 
their respective races in a huge field of 
runners. Phoebe E. achieved a fantastic 
Silver medal in the U11 Girls.
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