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PRESIDENT’S PREAMBLE

Two months into the year and Half-Term already. It 
will soon be that time when the OCA team invites all 
former pupils and staff members to the Annual Old 
Cerdics Dinner. 

In this Newsletter you will note that plans are well 
advanced for Saturday 18th June at the Hornsbury 
Mill that served us so well last year. Our irrepressible 
Chairman/Secretary has also moved the OCA forward 
into 2023 and 2024; a sure sign we are going to have to 
put up with his ramblings for a while yet!

He also records the never forgotten moment of the 
death of King George VI and the accession of our 
present Queen on 6th February 1952. A poignant 

memory no doubt shared by OCs who were at the 
school at that historic time.

There is a sense of envy in following the weekly 
activities of the present Chard School children in ‘The 
Weekly View’ (see later)! It certainly wasn’t like that in 
‘our day’! One of the highlights of our outdoor jaunts 
was a cross country run in all weathers around the 
Chard reservoir with the Head’s dog set as ‘whipper-in’ 
should anyone be bold enough to attempt a short-cut!

As the year draws on I look forward to a good 
attendance for our dinner in June and to renewing old 
friendships on the 18th. In the mean-time keep well, 
keep safe.

Charles Denman, President



DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 

OLD CERDICS ASSOCIATION
ANNUAL REUNION DINNER  -  

SATURDAY 18TH JUNE 2022

The Hornsbury Mill Hotel has been booked 
well in advance and after the cancellation in 
2020 and the postponement last year the date 
has been fixed for the association’s traditional 

mid-summer spot - SATURDAY 18H JUNE 
2022. As usual the dinner will be preceded by 
the association’s AGM at 6.00pm in a separate 
room at the Mill.

The cost per head for a three-course dinner 
with choice of menu is £37.50 and is open to 
the whole community of Chard School and 
as always guests are welcome.  Booking forms 
and further details will be circulated pre-
Easter at the end of March. The attendance 
last year was not far short of 80 but that 
number would have undoubtedly been 
exceeded were it not for the wretched Covid 
virus. With the easing of restrictions a larger 
attendance is anticipated for this year so early 
booking is advisable as there will be a strict 
limitation on numbers. Please make a note of 
the date NOW.

For those seeking over-night accommodation 
the Mill is once again offering a special deal 
of £100 per night to include breakfast for Old 
Cerdics attending the dinner -  
contact info@hornsburymill.co.uk FAO Jane.

SUMMER FAIR  -  SATURDAY 18TH JUNE 2022

Sadly, former pupils (Old Cerdics) have been unable to 
visit the school during the past two years due to Covid. 
This has also prevented The Friends of Chard School, who 
raise phenomenal funds for the school, from organising 
the traditional Summer Fair on Monmouth Lawn, their 
prime fund-raising event and a pre-curser for the Old 
Cerdics reunion. However, as pre-pandemic, the OCA 
dinner this year has been arranged for the same day as the 
Fair to follow on in the evening. Hopefully, as life returns 
to some semblance of normality, this will present an 
opportunity for former pupils to pass through the gates of 
the school once again. 



ANNUAL REUNION DINNER/ 
HM ELIZABETH II

THE HORNSBURY MILL HOTEL
OLD CERDICS ANNUAL REUNION 
DINNER

Reunions are funny things. You don’t always know 
what to expect when you get there, particularly if 
you’ve been out of touch for a few decades. Will you 
remember the faces of the young lads you enjoyed 
your youth with all those years ago?
Actually, it’s really not like that. What surprises me 
is that as many as 40 years later people look just the 
same. OK, so we have a little updating to do on our 
personal memory bank. Small details, such as they 
weigh a bit more and own less hair! But that’s no 
big deal!
(from an account of the 1996 dinner organised by 
the ubiquitous Mike Horwood) 
For many years the Hornsbury Mill Hotel was the 
‘natural home’ for the Old Cerdics annual dinner, 
until June 2002 that is when the OCA was badly 
let down by previous owners.
The most notable occasion of that era was 
undoubtedly the dinner of 1996, celebrating the 
325th anniversary of the school’s foundation, 
when just under 100 Old Cerdics with wives 

and guests sat down to dinner. Local MP Paddy 
Ashdown paid a ‘flying visit’ and said a few 
words outside the Mill before dinner. Past and 
present Headmasters, Lawrence Powell and John 
Stotesbury were present and the Mayor and 
Mayoress of Chard were among the distinguished 
guests in what proved to be a most successful and 
enjoyable evening.
Following the welcome return to the Mill last 
year under new owners Victoria & Jane Nagle the 
Hotel is destined to be the OCA’s ‘natural home’ 
once again. For the next three years, Including this 
year, dates for 2022, 2023 and 2024 for the OCA 
dinner are now fully reserved well in advance for: 
SATURDAY 18TH JUNE 2022, SATURDAY 
17TH JUNE 2023 and SATURDAY 15TH JUNE 
2024
It should be noted that the 1996 dinner was the 
largest gathering for over 30 years, surpassing 
the previous record of 1960 when some 50 Old 
Cerdics, many of whom were at the school in the 
1930s (no guests in those days!), met for dinner 
at The House of Commons hosted by Paddy 
Ashdown’s predecessor John Peyton MP. 

CHARD SCHOOL  -  6TH FEBRUARY 1952
HM QUEEN ELIZABETH II

It was one of those never to be forgotten moments 
when on the morning of 6th February 1952 
Headmaster Lawrence Powell entered the Lower 
5th classroom and announced in a solemn and 
stentorian tone – ‘GENTLEMEN.  THE KING IS 
DEAD  LONG LIVE THE QUEEN’.
There was a moment of incomprehensible silence.  

Seemingly at a stroke the crown had passed from 
King George VI to his eldest daughter Elizabeth, 
age 25. That Sunday there was a hastily arranged 
memorial service in the school chapel amid a 
mix of mourning for the loss of a much-loved 
monarch but with a sense of veiled optimism 
that the country was about to embark on a new 
Elizabethan era.  The service concluded with the 
immortal words from Bunyan’s ‘Pilgrims Progress’.
‘When the day that he must go hence was come 
many accompanied him to the river side into which 
he went …………………………….and as he went 
down deeper he passed over, and all the trumpets 
sounded for him on the other side’. (Abridged)
No one present on that day could have possibly 
imagined that 70 years later the new young queen, 
Queen Elizabeth II would be celebrating her 
Platinum Jubilee; the longest serving monarch of 
all time.  The rest, as they say, is history!



THE WEEKLY VIEW/ 
CONGRATULATIONS/SCHOOL NEWS

SCIENCE  NEWS
The children have enjoyed a range of exciting topics in 
Science this term. Monmouth made their own paper 
whilst Wyndham and Harris have been carrying out 
lots of experiments exploring their topic ‘Light’. The 
Cerdics have been studying lifecycles with some super 
practical work, a highlight of which was dissecting 
flowers!

THE WEEKLY VIEW

Keep up to date with all the weekly school 
news. The Weekly View, formerly the Head’s 
Newsletter to parents, is circulated every Friday 
in term time by email and is a most interesting 
pictorial record of what the children have been 
working on during the week. It also contains a 
note from the Friends of Chard School and a 
final postscript from the OCA.
Available to all OCs on the OCA database. If 
you are not receiving this informative news 
bulletin please contact School Secretary Sharon 
Mason - secretary@chardschool.co.uk.

CONGRATULATIONS

Many congratulations to Isabella J-M and 
Finlay S on the award of Academic Scholarships 
to Wellington School and also to Poppy W 
on the award of an Academic and Sports 
Scholarship also to Wellington. Good luck for 
September from the OCA team. 



SCHOOL NEWS

MATHS CLUB
The children in Maths Club have been taking 
on some challenges created by the University of 
Cambridge this term – the first was a ‘Which 
Scripts’ investigation and the second was a pattern 
activity entitled ‘Slippery Snail’. Mrs Pielesz’s supply 
of hot chocolate and sweet treats certainly helped 
to oil the mental wheels as the children solved the 
puzzles!



SCHOOL NEWS

ROAM FOREST SCHOOL
Pre-Prep have enjoyed a number of sessions at 
ROAM Forest School this term where they have 
taken part in bushcraft, cooking, outdoor games 
and craft activities.  Always a highlight of the week 
for Pre- Prep!



SCHOOL NEWS

HEROES & VILLAINS DAY
We had a whole range of characters and people 
arriving at school for our Heroes and Villains Day 
in January… everything from Sir Tom Moore, 
Iron Man, Doctors to Wonder Woman and even a 
scary looking T-Rex! Everyone had a ‘super’ time 
enjoying a range of activities. Highlights included 
‘hot seating’ in character, writing poems to thank 
real-life heroes and playing some Heroes and 
Villains games during PE - eliminating villains and 
protecting their cities from villain invasions! 

In February, to tie in with the whole school topic 
‘Heroes and Villains’, the Prep children came 
dressed as their Sports Hero. Wonderful to see 
such a range of sports represented including 
Running, Cricket, Gymnastics, Rugby, Karate and 
many more! 



SCHOOL NEWS

ART NEWS
It has been super to see the progress of the various 
art projects on the go across the school this term. 
Monmouth produced some colourful Andy 
Warhol inspired Pop Art, Harris studied and 
reproduced Quentin Blake style character art and 
Upper Cerdic have completed some fantastic 3D 
Alien Masks. We look forward to seeing yet more 
creations in the second half of term!



SCHOOL NEWS

SCHOLARSHIP NEWS
We are thrilled that a number of our 
Year 6 pupils have been awarded 
Scholarships following their recent tests 
and examinations. Isabella J-M. and Finlay 
S. were awarded an Academic Scholarship 
by Wellington School whilst Poppy W. 
was awarded an Academic and Sports 
Scholarship also by Wellington School. We 
couldn’t be prouder!

P.E. SHIRT DONATIONS
So wonderful to see the donation of 
Chard School P.E. shirts from the 
Friends of Chard School enjoying a 
new life in a school in Ghana! This 
was made possible by Old Cerdic Ben 
Smith’s family via GVI - Volunteer 
Abroad. A huge thanks and well done 
to all involved!



SCHOOL NEWS

SPORTS  NEWS
Miss T. has been busy coaching Netball 
skills to all classes across the school this 
term. She is really delighted with the 
progress made and very proud to see the 
skills on show in the interclass matches 
that have been taking place in February! 
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