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A CHRISTMAS MESSAGE FROM THE
PRESIDENT

As we approach another Christmas it is heartwarming to read Katie Hill’s update on activities at
the School particularly as they continue to battle the
impact of Covid 19 on pupils and staff. Based around
their theme of “Adventurers and Explorers”, they have
clearly enjoyed a number of exciting projects from
a travelling Planetarium to space stations and lunar
rocks!
Good to see Cross Country still alive in their
programme too bringing back memories of those trips
around Chard’s infamous reservoir otherwise known
as the “short resie” or even the long one for some of us
“persuaded” to undertake a bigger challenge!! Happy
days!
Unfortunately, due to Covid restrictions, Old Cerdics
were not able to attend the School’s Remembrance
service again this year but gratifying to see that those
who lost their lives in the line of duty were honoured
by today’s generation of children with poetry, readings
and personal family war memories. The two-minute
silence was respectfully observed in the playground at
the appointed hour. May they rest in peace knowing
that their sacrifice is still remembered.
We were delighted to hold our annual Dinner once
again having missed a year completely and rearranged
it from its traditional slot in June to October. This year
we returned to Hornsbury Mill where we enjoyed a
super evening under the watchful eye of Master of
Ceremonies Graham and entertainment from OC duo
Stewart and Daryl. Please make a note of the dates for
next year’s event.
Once more on a sadder note, Stewart has written a
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personal tribute to Old Cerdic and friend Brian Mear
who sadly passed away in November. He is also still
looking for more volunteers from OCs to talk to the
children about their lives since leaving Chard so please
give him a call, you will find his number later in the
bulletin.
You will also find some excellent photos of
improvements to several classrooms at the School
made possible by our donations. Thanks too to OC
Bernard Semke for his generous donation towards
the updated and reprinted version of “Chard School,
Three Centuries of History” available to purchase from
the School.
More details on recent events and many other features
of today’s School life can be found in this bulletin
excellently produced by Graham and Eleanor so read
on.
Lastly it is with sadness that we learn that Alison
Oliphant will be leaving at the end of this term. In her
time at Chard School she has been a good friend to the
OCA; maintaining our email data base, liaising with our
Secretary and corresponding with OCs, and circulating
our various News Bulletins to members (sometimes at
very short notice). Whilst we are sorry to see her go we
wish her well for the future and thank her for her support
which has been of inestimable value.
To echo Katie Hills words, lets sincerely hope that we
find ourselves in a better place next year as we emerge
from some of the darker days of the pandemic and
into lighter times ahead.
A Merry Christmas to you all and a bright New Year
to follow.
Charles Denman, President

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY/
THE WEEKLY VIEW/CHARD SCHOOL BOOK
ADVANCE NOTICE
SATURDAY 18th JUNE 2022
OLD CERDICS ASSOCIATION
ANNUAL REUNION DINNER and AGM
Hornsbury Mill Hotel, Chard
CHARD SCHOOL SUMMER FAIR
Monmouth Lawn from 12.00noon
THE WEEKLY VIEW
Keep up to date with all the weekly school news. The
Weekly View, formerly the Head’s News Letter to parents,
is circulated every Friday in term time by email and is a
most interesting pictorial record of what the children have
been working on during the week. It also contains a note
from the Friends of Chard School and a final postscript
from the OCA.
Available to all OCs on the OCA database. If you are not
receiving this informative news bulletin please contact
School Secretary Alison Oliphant secretary@chardschool.co.uk.

CHARD SCHOOL - Three Centuries of History
Need a stocking filler or a good read for Christmas? Then
what could be better than a comprehensive account of the
history of Chard School?
CHARD SCHOOL – Three Centuries of History written
and researched by OC Derrick Warren, first published in
2007 and now brought up to the present day is available
to purchase from the school secretary Alison Oliphant at
secretary@chardschool.co.uk or OCA secretary Graham
Chamberlain at graham.cartrapen@yahoo.co.uk, price
£18.00 to include p&p.

FROM THE HEAD
new theme for the term.

You know it must be time to type your
piece for the ‘OCA Christmas Bulletin’
when you can hear Christmas Carols
echoing down the corridors! During
this term we have enjoyed a number of
successful moments as a school, many of
these have been linked to our whole school
theme of ‘Adventurers & Explorers’. This
theme was launched for the children with
the arrival of a Planetarium in the School
Gym overnight. The children couldn’t
believe their eyes when they arrived on
Friday 10th September to find a travelling
Planetarium in their School Gym! Each
class had a workshop in the planetarium
with Simon Ould from Space Odyssey
and explored everything from rockets to
astronauts and space stations to distant
galaxies. It certainly proved to be a very
exciting way to inspire our children for our

The term got off to a great start and
we were pleased to be able to be back
competing against other local schools in a
variety of Area Sports Tournaments. On
the 29th September our Cross Country
runners were delighted to attend their first
Stockland Cross Country competition in
many months. Miss Taswell was thrilled
when nine of our children finished in the
top twenty runners in their categories
out of a huge field of runners. ROAM
Outdoors Activity Centre proved to be a
big hit again with our Pre-Prep children
again during the first half of the Autumn
Term. The children learnt how to build
and light their own fires, made wood fired
pizzas, build their own dens, made horse
chestnut caterpillars and created mud
splat faces on tree trunks. On Friday 8th
October we celebrated Harvest Festival.
Pre-prep delighted their parents by
performing a range of songs and readings
with great enthusiasm in the Pre-Prep
Harvest Festival Assembly. Our Prep
School entertained their parents with a
range of Harvest reading many of which
they had composed themselves, a collection
of Harvest songs and even a performance
of our Chard School Rock Band. We were
delighted to receive a huge donation of
non-perishable food items for The Lord’s
Larder which our UC children delivered
after the assemblies.
After the half term break we were pleased
to support Maths Week England from 8th
– 13th November. Mrs Pielesz organised
a wide array of different Maths activities
for all of the children to become involved

FROM THE HEAD
in with everything from Maths stories,
live workshops, ‘Coordinates Pirates’,
Orienteering Maths and the ‘Times Tables
World Cup’ we certainly had a lot of fun
in Maths that week! On 11th November I
felt very proud of all of our children as we
came together to mark Remembrance. Our
youngest pupils took part in a number of
Remembrance themed activities making
hand print poppy wreaths, fingerprint
poppy badges, stained glass windows and
poppy biscuits as they developed their
understanding of this important day in an
age appropriate way. Meanwhile our Prep
School led our Remembrance Service with
poetry, readings and personal family war
memories. Our UC children paid tribute
to former Old Cerdics who had lost their
lives in the line of duty by reading out their
names as part of the service. At 11am we
came together as a whole school to mark
the two minute silence together on the
school playground. It was lovely to see how
respectful our children were.
On 16th November we celebrated our
Annual French Day together. The day
started in style as everything from snails,
to chic French ladies, artists to Napoleon
were spotted entering the school gates!
Madame Bartoli organised a wide array of
French activities for the children and they
had great fun taking part in a carousel of
activities including French Art, boules,
‘petit dejeuner’ at the French Café and
learning about French explorers Jules
Verne, Jacques Cousteau and Thomas
Pesquet. It was certainly a fun filled day
for everyone. On 17th November we were
fortunate to take delivery of some lunar
rock samples which had been brought back

to Earth by the Apollo Space Mission in
the 1970’s. The children were fascinated to
take part in a number of scientific activities
including becoming ‘meteor hunters’,
debating moon conspiracy theories and
researching moon missions, asteroids
and comets. We are very grateful to Mrs
Halford who organised this experience for
our children.
This week we are looking forward to
beginning our Christmas festivities. These
kick off on 1st December with our Pre-Prep
Nativity, which our youngest children are
very excited about performing. Then in
the final week of term the children have a
Christmas Party Day to enjoy, our School
Christmas Lunch and of course our School
Carol Service on 9th December.
We very much hope next year that the
world will be in a different place with
Covid-19 and that we will be able to once
again invite you all to join us for our school
Christmas festivities. As a school we hope
that you are able to enjoy a healthy, happy
and peaceful Christmas with your loved
ones and look forward to welcoming you
to our school as soon as we are able to in
2022.
Katie Hill, Headteacher - Chard School

ANNUAL REUNION DINNER
EASY FUNDRAISING - PLEA FROM THE
FRIENDS
Christmas is a coming!! Support the Friends of
Chard School by using Easy Fundraising for those
online present purchases. It is so easy to use and
every penny counts towards the Friend’s efforts
in supporting the school and is completely free to
download. To get set up follow the instructions at:
https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/
fochard/
A PRAYER OF THANSGIVING FOR
CHARD SCHOOL TO MARK THE 350TH
ANNIVERSAY
Composed by Old Cerdic in Australia - The Rev.
Brian Vaughan
Almighty God our Heavenly Father, we give thanks
for the vision of William Symes who gave his Manor
House in Chard in 1671 for the education and
bringing up of youth in virtue and learning. We
thank you for all the staff and students who have
worked and laboured long and hard through good
and difficult times to the present day. We ask that
you continue to guide and inspire the Governors,
Staff, Pupils and members of the Old Cerdics
Association
as they lead the school into the future. May we all
be ‘United in our Pride’.
We pray this through Our Lord and Saviour Jesus
Christ. Amen.
ANNUAL REUNION DINNER 2021

The notice under the heading ‘Dinner’ in the

Social and Court column of The Daily Telegraph
on Tuesday 19th October 2021 says it all.
After two years and four months, the longest gap
since 1947, the Old Cerdics Association are well
and truly back in business with, by all accounts,
one of the most enjoyable annual reunion dinners
on record. On Saturday 16th October 2021 76 Old
Cerdics and friends sat down to a sumptuous three
course meal at the Hornsbury Mill Hotel in Chard.
There is no doubt the attendance involving the
whole community of Chard School would have
been even greater had it not been for the adverse
effects of the Covid pandemic.

The evening started with a Prayer of Thanksgiving
for Chard School (printed alongside) read by
Eleanor Wentzell. As reported in The Daily
Telegraph there were speeches by Richard Swan,
President of the Old Ilminsterians Association,
Head Teacher Katie Hill and OCA President
Charles Denman. The proceedings were led by
OCA Chairman Graham Chamberlain acting
as Master of Ceremonies, but the whole evening
was rounded off to much acclaim with musical
entertainment by OCA duo Stewart (Hull) and
Darryl (Uprichard).
The traditional raffle with a star prize of a Little
Henry Vacuum Cleaner kindly donated for the
second time by manufacturers’ Numatic based in
Chard raised an amazing £470 for the Old Cerdics’
in house Scholarship Fund charity.

ANNUAL REUNION DINNER/
PRESENTATIONS TO THE CHILDREN

It’s all steam ahead now for next year’s event,
hopefully back on schedule to mid-summer in
June to coincide with the school’s annual Summer
Fair - SATURDAY 18TH JUNE 2022.

PRESENTATIONS TO THE CHILDREN

The subject of Presentations to Children
whereby Old Cerdics visit the school to talk
to the children about their life experiences
was raised at the Association’s AGM in
October following a letter circulated to OCs
back in July. This project was extremely well
received by the children and Head Teacher,
Katie Hill is most anxious for these talks to
resume as soon as practicable. It was hoped
that this could begin in the Autumn/Spring
Terms but with the ongoing Covid scourge it
has now been decided to put the project on
hold until the 2022 Summer Term.
However, it is not too early for Stewart to
begin to put together a schedule of talks for
next year. He needs OC’s to come forward
now with a view to visiting the school
during the Summer Term. He would like
you all to come on board and volunteer

to share your experiences with the young
children of Chard School. They would love
to see you and to hear of what former pupils
have done with their lives since leaving
Chard. The talks may well have a lasting
impression on their young lives as they grow
up. It matters not if you have already talked
to the children as, with age progression
through the school, there will be a different
set of pupils eager to listen to what you have
to say.
Please let him know if you would like to
sign up for this worthwhile project. He
can be contacted on email stewarthull@
hotmail.com or by phone 07544 340247. It
may be that you feel the children will not be
interested in your individual life and career.
Let Stewart be the judge. GO ON - GIVE
HIM A CALL. He would welcome a chat
anyway.

REMEMBRANCE DAY
REMEMBRANCE DAY

LEST WE FORGET
Remembrance Day Assembly in school is always
a most poignant occasion for Old Cerdics as they
remember all those former pupils who lost their
lives fighting for their country in two world wars.
Sadly, for the second year running the OCA was
not represented at this year’s event due to Covid
restrictions. However, it went ahead none the less.
The children of Chard School, having composed
their own war poetry and researched family war
memories, delivered a most touching service on this
all-important date in the school’s calendar. Musical
performances were most moving as ever and three
children of the Upper Cerdic Class read out all the
names of those Old Cerdics who had died during
the war.

Meanwhile the pre-prep classes were engaged in
a carousel of remembrance themed activities and
workshops through out the day. They learnt about
the significance of remembrance and enjoyed
making poppy wreaths, poppy stained-glass
windows and decorated poppy biscuits. As the clock
chimed eleven the whole school came together on
the playground to observe the national two minutes
silence of remembrance at 11.00am.

The school can rightly take pride in their children
who demonstrated such considerable compassion
and respect throughout the day. For a small school
Chard lost a disproportionate number of young
men, many fresh out of school no doubt. Their
names are enshrined in perpetuity on the Roll of
Honour in the chapel. Chard School can rightly take
pride in their record of service.
WE WILL REMEMBER THEM

LETTER TO THE PRESIDENT AND MEMBERS
OF THE OLD CERDICS ASSOCIATION
A huge thank you from all from everyone at
Chard School. Thanks to the kind donations
from the OCA and from individual OCAs, I
am so pleased to be able to send you the below
pictures. Your generous donations have enabled
us to purchase; new roller blinds for two
classrooms, new tables for two classrooms, new
chairs for one classroom and also redecorate
a classroom. These changes have made a huge
impact across four classrooms as shown in the
photos below.

The Humanities room-has had a new blind
installed and updated tables moved from Year
3 makes this room look really smart. This was
one of the classrooms redecorated thanks to the
OCA a few years ago.

ICT room- new blinds have been purchased
and put up. Thanks to the OCS and Friends of
Chard School over the past few years this room
has been refurbished (painted, new chairs, new
carpet).
Year 3 classroom (Wyndham) has had new
tables and chairs purchased which are a special
size for children of 7-8 years old. This classroom
was again one that was redecorated and thanks
to the OCA a few years ago and now looks like a
completely different room.

The Maths room has been redecorated and new
tables have been purchased turning this into a
modern looking learning space.

We cannot thank you all enough for the
continued support you give the school. Please
come and visit us soon so that we can show you
the improvements in person. In the meantime,
if we do not see you before the end of term,
we wish you all a very Merry Christmas and a
Happy New Year.

OBITUARY/SCHOOL NEWS
OBITUARY – BRIAN MEAR
OCs will have been saddened by the news of Brian Mear’s death on Monday 22nd November 2021.
There can be no finer tribute than the following memories from his close friend Stewart Hull:I first met Brian, who was a day boy at Chard in the late 1950s (1952-1959) and we became firm
friends, mostly through playing rugby together. He was the youngest of three brothers (Graham and
Raymond were the others) and for some reason Brian and I hit it off from the word go. He used to
take me home to his parent’s farm not far from Chard and I remember helping him milk the cows
and the cream teas his Mum used to spoil us with! As is the case so often we rather lost touch after
our school days but were brought together again through meeting up at Old Cerdics reunions. About
1999/2000 he remarried and I was his Best Man at his wedding which holds lovely memories. Sadly
the marriage didn’t last but he and Jane had a son, James, who has grown into a fine young man and
who was very close to his Dad. Am still in touch with Jane and she has promised to keep me appraised of the funeral arrangements.
Brian suffered for many years from emphysema brought on by having been a heavy smoker and compounded by running a poultry farm for many years. This latter factor meant he was very well known
in the Bridgwater area where his farm was located and from which he ran pheasant shoots for many
years around the county.
His two older brothers predeceased him but in their heyday they were known as a fearsome triumvirate playing rugby for Chard Town. If my memory serves me right Brian was a formidable wing
forward who was built like the proverbial house!!
Stewart Hull 23/11/21
Depending on the timing and date of the funeral Stewart aims to make every effort to travel to
Somerset for the occasion and will keep OCs posted once he hears of the details. RIP

HARVEST FESTIVAL
The children put on two truly delightful
performances of their Harvest Festival songs
and readings to an audience of family and
friends in October as we celebrated the
donations that our families kindly provided
for the Lord’s Larder in Chard. First to
perform were Pre-Prep who relished the
opportunity to get up on the stage performing
a range of songs and readings with great
enthusiasm! Next up on the stage were our
Prep classes who raised the roof of the Chapel
with their ‘rocking’ music and delighted the
audience with their readings, many of which
they had composed themselves.

SCHOOL NEWS

MATHS WEEK
The school had a fantastic week taking part
in Maths Week England in November, with a
whole host of Maths activities rolled out across
all age groups.
As a school we are committed to the
Maths Week goal of nurturing confident
Mathematicians, who both use and enjoy
Mathematics. Over the course of the week we
are quite sure that we inspired our pupils to do
just this!
Some of the activities over the week included
online workshops, ‘Coordinates Pirates’, the
‘Mathematics World Cup’ and ‘Orienteering
Maths’. It was great to see all of the children
fully participating in all the challenges and their
enjoyment of the sessions was plain to see.

SCHOOL NEWS
ROAM FOREST SCHOOL
Pre-Prep have enjoyed a number of
sessions at ROAM Forest School this term
where they have taken part in bushcraft,
cooking, outdoor games and craft activities.
The children can’t wait to return next term!

SCHOOL NEWS
FRENCH DAY
“On 16th November, it was lovely to see the
children arrive at school in their fancy dress
(Napoleon and a couple of ‘escargots’ were spotted
in the playground), ready to enjoy their French
Day.
The French flag was raised and the children
followed their team leaders around a carousel of
exciting activities including boules, ‘petit déjeuner’
at the French cafe and a French art session. This
year, in keeping with this term’s topic, they learnt
about French explorers and adventurers, both real
and fictional. Each team then had to pass on some
of their newfound knowledge about Jules Verne,
Jacques Cousteau, Thomas Pesquet and Tintin
to the rest of the school. Madame Downing also
helped the children create some fantastic portraits
of Tintin characters.
Although it was a very difficult choice, two
children from each of the Pre-Prep, lower Prep
and upper Prep were rewarded for the effort and
creativity they had put into their lovely costumes
and finally the overall winners were announced.
It was a close-run team competition but, this year
again, Mademoiselle Jennings’ team won the day.
Félicitations!”
Report by Madame Bartolli, MFL, Chard School

SCHOOL NEWS
LUNAR ROCKS
In November we were lucky enough to
‘borrow the moon’ for a week! Children
from all classes were able to hold
meteorites of 4.6 billion years in age and all
marvelled at their density and magnetism.
Everyone had the opportunity to handle
actual lunar samples brought back to the
Earth by the Apollo space missions in
the 1970s. Most of the samples are still
in the USA but NASA have loaned some
to the UK to be borrowed by schools and
other educational organisations to inspire
future space travellers. Over the course of
the week our children engaged in various
‘lunar rock’ activities. The children were
‘meteor hunters’ where they had to identify
meteors amongst a range of earth rocks
and fossils. Fossils seem mere babies in
age compared to the meteors! Wyndham
worked with Pre-Prep and were expert
instructors telling the younger children
about the meteorites. Upper Cerdic also
took part in a lively debate about moon
conspiracy theories. A space themed
Assembly was held where Cerdic children
presented detailed studies about moon
missions, meteors, asteroids and comets.
They even had an interview with an
astronaut!

SCHOOL NEWS
SPORTS NEWS
It has been fantastic to be able to take
part in sports fixtures and tournaments
this term. Highlights have included the
area cross-country races and the U11
Girls Football tournament in which the
team qualified for the Area Finals.
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