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PRESIDENT’S PREAMBLE
Welcome to this latest edition of our Newsletter so
excellently compiled by Graham Chamberlain with
the expert support of Eleanor Wentzell.
Sadly, this edition seems to be dominated by
obituaries and tributes to Old Cerdics no longer with
us notably Andrew Forman and Andy Watts both
contemporaries of mine in the late fifties and early
sixties, together with former master Edward Towne
who although only at the school for a very short time
in the dark days of 1971 retained a strong bond with
the school and the OCA.
Andy’s skills on the drums with the Dusty Road
Ramblers were admired by all those of us that were
there at the time, something that stayed with him
for the rest of his life, while Andrew’s tales of the
Wyndham House fire were equally memorable,
especially for those of us that lived in the town and
were not directly involved in the drama, at least until
the following morning!
Good to learn from Katie Hill that the School has
welcomed an encouraging number of new pupils
at the start of the new year, Their theme this term
is “Explorers and Adventurers” so I’m wondering if
there are any Old Cerdics out there who could add
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their contributions to this via Stewart Hull’s initiative
to encourage us to share our life experiences with the
current generation of children? If so please contact
Stewart, his details can be found later in this bulletin.
I was pleased and honoured to be invited to Prize
Giving at the end of the Summer Term and to present
to the leavers shiny new copies of the updated edition
of Derrick Warren’s “Three Centuries of History”
recently brought up to date by Graham. Derrick’s life
and work are also remembered later in this bulletin.
It was a joy too to listen to the wonderful music
produced by the current crop of children, a credit
to all those involved. Copies of the new edition of
the History can be purchased from the Secretary
at the School and will of course be available at our
rescheduled Dinner to celebrate the Three Hundred
and fiftieth anniversary of the School on Saturday
October 16th at Hornsbury Mill.
There is still time to book a place but please don’t
delay as the closing date of October 1st is fast
approaching! I’m sure you’re all looking forward to
catching up with old friends and just to enjoying a
night out after the extraordinary and unprecedented
times of recent months so see you there.
Charles Denman, President

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY
URGENT REMINDER
ANNIVERSARY DINNER - SATURDAY 16TH OCTOBER 2021
to celebrate the 350th anniversary of the foundation of Chard School

Spaces are still available for this prestigious event at the Hornsbury Mill Hotel on
Saturday 16th October 2021 but time is fast running out. Bookings cannot be
accepted after Friday 1st October as numbers and menu choices have to be
with the hotel by then.
If you would like to attend please contact OCA Chairman/Secretary
Graham Chamberlain ASAP by email at graham.cartrapen@yahoo.co.uk
Dinner preceded by Old Cerdics Association’s AGM at 6.00pm

SCHOOL EVENTS - AUTUMN TERM 2021
THURSDAY 11TH NOVEMBER
Remembrance Day Assembly in the
School Chapel at 9.30am

SATURDAY 4TH DECEMBER

Christmas Fair in School organised by
the Friends of Chard School, 11am-1pm

THURSDAY 9TH DECEMBER

Christmas Carol Concert at the Church
of the Good Shepherd, Furnham Road, Chard at 5.00pm

ADVANCE NOTICE
SATURDAY 18th JUNE 2022
OLD CERDICS ASSOCIATION
ANNUAL REUNION DINNER and AGM
Hornsbury Mill Hotel, Chard

PRIZE GIVING AND MUSIC
CONCERT 2021

Yet again for a second consecutive year OC s
were unable to attend the annual end of year
Prize Giving and Music Concert at the Church
of the Good Shepherd in Furnham Road due to
Covid restrictions.
However, the OCA was at least represented by
President Charles Denman who by tradition
presented the leavers with a copy of the history
of Chard School; the first coterie of Year 6
leavers to receive a copy of the newly revised
and updated version of the book.
Marcus Fysh, the local MP, was also welcomed
on this occasion as guest speaker.
During the afternoon a range of prizes were
awarded across the school celebrating academic,
sporting, musical and art achievements. Family
members present were treated to an array of
musical performances from pupils of all ages
incorporating the school choirs, orchestra and
the much-loved rock band.
By July of next year surely life will have well and
truly returned to some semblance of normality
and OCs once again will be welcomed back into
the school for this all-important event marking
the end of the academic year.
The OCA welcomes to its ranks the following
pupils who left the school in July. It should be
noted that a record number this year went on to

Colyton Grammar School.
Oliver Aldridge - Perrott Hill
Finlay Archard - Colyton Grammar School
Charlie Cole - The Woodroffe School
Philip Francis - Colyton Grammar School
Anna Lindsay - Colyton Grammar School
Laurie Mayfield - Wellington School
Poppy Shelvey - Colyton Grammar School
Eleanor Shelvey - Colyton Grammar School
Monty Slack - Colyton Grammar School
Ben Smith - Colyton Grammar School
Jack Squires - Beaminster School
Daisy Sowerbutts - The Woodroffe School
Archie Wentzell - Colyton Grammar School
Arthur Whitby - The Woodroffe School

FROM THE HEAD, KATIE HILL
for the term ‘Explorers & Adventurers’. Last
Friday the children were all excited to be able
to visit the travelling planetarium that arrived
in the School Gym overnight! Each class had
their own session and learnt about the solar
system, the star constellations and space
exploration. Each child emerged from the
Planetarium truly excited by their experience
and it proved a super way to launch our whole
school theme for the term.
We were delighted that so many parents were
able to attend our Welcome and Information
Meetings this week, when both the Pre-prep
and Prep staff illustrated the key messages
regarding each child’s forthcoming year in
our school. The passion and enthusiasm of
our staff was clear to see and it was lovely to
receive so much positive feedback about these
meetings the following day.
We enjoyed an extremely successful end to
the school year in July, when we are able to
celebrate the children’s dramatic achievements
in our Cerdic Show Aladdin, their sporting
talents in our Olympic themed Sports Days
and their academic and musical prowess in
our Prize Giving Ceremony. This school year
it was lovely to welcome our children and
their parents back through our school gates
for the first time in months, at the start of
term. We were delighted to welcome so many
new families to our Chard School community,
with new additions into each of our classes
across the school. Without exception, all of
the children that have joined last week have
settled in brilliantly and it has been lovely to
receive so much positive feedback from their
parents on the playground.
The start of term saw the launch of our theme

This week has seen the children really
enthused in their learning regarding
our theme for the term ‘Explorers and
Adventurers’. During the week several
children have arrived at my office proudly
clutching their work, as they have been
nominated for a Head Teacher’s Award. This
morning, we so enjoyed welcoming families
to the school chapel for our Celebration
Assembly. The children were delighted to be
able to celebrate a whole array of successes
with their peers and families in attendance.
Next week we are looking forward to our first
sporting fixture of the year, when our U11
Football Teams will be competing against
other local schools. The children are certainly
excited to return to competitive sports
matches and we wish our teams luck.
Katie Hill, Headteacher - Chard School

PRESENTATIONS TO CHILDREN/A
DISTINGUISHED OLD BOY - DERRICK WARREN
PRESENTATIONS TO CHILDREN

one of the digital platforms or in person at the School.
If you choose the latter option there are facilities at the
School to assist in your presentation and as long as
they are given enough notice the facilities will be made
available.
Katie suggested that we could start these talks as early
as Monday 13th September and
I’d ask you all to come on board and volunteer to
share your experiences with the young children of
Chard school. They would love to hear what you have
done with your lives and the talks could make a huge
impression on them which will help them as they grow
up. Their ages are from 4-11.
Whether you have done it before or not doesn’t matter
I’d love to hear from you so please let me know if you
would like to sign up to this worthwhile project. I can
be contacted on my email stewarthull@hotmail.com
or on my phone 07544 340247.
Many thanks. I look forward to hearing from you.
Stewart (Hull)

A DISTINGUISHED OLD BOY - DERRICK
WARREN

documented.
Derrick wrote a number of books including a
biography of Old Cerdic James Gillingham a resident
of Chard who pioneered the manufacture and use
of bespoke artificial limbs. James was the father of
S.G.Gillingham the first President of the OCA in 1929.
Undoubtedly Derrick’s very real achievement and
lasting legacy is the trilogy of curious counties.
‘Curious Dorset’ was published in 2004 followed by
‘Curious Somerset’ a year later and then ‘Curious
Devon’ completed the trilogy in 2008. All contain a
pictorial guide to many curious and unusual buildings,
objects, and landscape features that have survived the
centuries in all three counties.
As an OC covering nearly a decade at the school from
1933-1942 who better qualified to turn to when it was
suggested that given its history as one of Somerset’s
oldest schools there was a much-needed record for
this to be documented? CHARD SCHOOL – Three
Centuries of History, a comprehensive and detailed
account of the school’s history since its foundation in
1671 was published and launched amid much media
acclaim at the Summer Fair in School in June 2007.
Copies of the revised and updated edition of
CHARD SCHOOL – Three Centuries of History
can be purchased from the Secretary at Chard
School price £18.00 to include P&P.

Back in July Stewart Hull circulated the following
letter to all OCs. The letter speaks for itself. Slots
for the Autumn Term are still available and Stewart
would like to hear from you. Please contact him
ASAP to discuss. You may not think you can assist,
or perhaps you may feel the children would not be
interested in your particular life experiences.
BUT, let Stewart be the judge!
Greetings everyone. It’s good to be back in touch after
such a long break.
You will recall that in 2019 we started a series of talks
by Old Cerdics to the School on our life experiences
and memories of our times at Chard. The talks
were extremely well received so much so that the
Headteacher Katie Hill has asked if we would like to
restart them.
It is proposed we give our 15 minute presentations on
a Monday morning beginning at 9.00am until 9.15am
and we have a choice of either doing it remotely via

The reprint of the comprehensive history of Chard
School prompts a mention of the author Derrick
Warren; a former President and very real stalwart of
the Old Cerdics Association.
He was born in Chard and educated at the school. His
working life was spent with the Ordnance Survey as a
cartographic surveyor until his retirement in 1988. His
work gave him the opportunity to explore the whole
of the West Country instilling in him a lasting interest
and knowledge in local and industrial history.
On leaving school he enlisted with the Royal Signals
having first joined the Home Guard. He was involved
with the D-Day invasion but while at anchor waiting
to land a German E-Boat sank the boat next to theirs
which had all the equipment on board so he had to
return to England. He eventually landed in Normandy
in July 1944. He was one of three wireless operators
working with their opposite numbers in the German
High Command so that coded messages sent and
received by him were actually the negotiations for the
German surrender. After the surrender he worked in
a centre handling the repatriation of POWs from the
Russians and saw at first hand the appalling condition
of the emaciated and disease-ridden German soldiers,
many of whom dropped dead while waiting to be

OBITUARIES - EDWARD TOWNE
MA PGCE
EDWARD TOWNE MA PGCE (1971)

News of the sad death back in April of former
master Edward Towne came in literally as the last
edition of the OCA News Bulletin was going to
press. Edward was born on 18th March 1947 in
Cottingham, East Yorkshire. He was 74. His entire
professional career was spent in teaching history in
a number of state and independent schools. Notably
for 10 years at Bristol Grammar School from 1973
until he left in 1983 on appointment as Head of
History at King’s School, Rochester in Kent, the
second oldest school in the UK. After 17 years he left
in 2000 but continued to teach history on short term
engagements in a variety of schools. He also lectured
in history and organised tours devoted to history
subjects. As an aside he was a contestant in 1983
and again in 2005 on TV’s ‘Mastermind’.
Given his short tenure at Chard it is perhaps
remarkable that he took such a keen interest in the
school. He attended a number of OCA events, lastly
at the anniversary dinner in 2019. He had instant
recall of his time at Chard best encapsulated in the
following article that was published in the OCA
News Bulletin in 2019………………..
ARRIVING AT CHARD SCHOOL IN FEBRUARY
1971
Early in 1971 I called in to the offices of the scholastic
agency Gabbitas Thring at Sackville Street, London
W1 in search of a teaching job. I was following in the
footsteps of the novelist Evelyn Waugh who recounted
his experiences in “Decline and Fall”. I was swiftly
beckoned into a small room where I was informed of a
vacancy to teach French, and serve as Junior Boarding

Housemaster at a school in Chard in Somerset. A few
days later I found myself on a train from Waterloo
to Exeter, preparing to alight at Axminster where I
would be greeted by John Morfey, the headmaster.
There were two men on the platform, one tall and
burly, the other of normal height and build. I
approached the large man, but the smaller one
introduced himself as Morfey. In the car on the
way to Chard he told me that Chard School could
well close at the end of the summer term. I was 22
without commitments, and, although I was slightly
taken aback by this news, I felt that I could easily find
another job if necessary.
I greatly enjoyed the next term and a half. The boys
in the Junior Boarding House were delightful – lively
and good-humoured. The classes were small, usually
around 12 to 15, swelled by a handful of day pupils
and of reasonable academic quality. Discipline was
no problem. Gradually, however, closure seemed a
more and more likely option. John Morfey suffered a
breakdown under the pressure, and left to recuperate
at his parents’ home. Tragically he died a few weeks
later. Meanwhile Lawrence Powell, the previous head
and former mayor of Chard, replaced him until the
very end.
Looking back it seems inevitable that the school
would have to close – at least in its present form.
Numbers were already low, and there was tough
competition from nearby schools, including the nearby
state comprehensive. There were, moreover, few
large conurbations in the neighbourhood, and only
slender financial resources to upgrade the facilities
to a modern standard. Thus valued colleagues like
Jack Edwards and Bob Critchlow found themselves
on the market well into middle age. I spent a much
less happy subsequent year at Portsmouth Grammar
School, before a very fulfilling year at Cambridge
University taking a PGCE. Chard was my entrée to
teaching, and I continued in the profession until 2011.
I have followed Chard’s fortunes since 1971 with
interest: a further closure after a revival, and the
more recent re-opening and the emergence of a most
successful prep school. I have regularly attended the
Old Cerdic lunches in Maidenhead, and am looking
forward to the dinner in June. But I don’t expect to be
around for the 400th anniversary celebrations of the
original foundation of 1671!
Edward Towne

OBITUARIES - ANDREW FORMAN/
WILLIAM ANDREW (ANDY) WATTS
ANDREW FORMAN (1953-1959)

in the UK and globally, with a safety backing film for
mirrors. For this he initiated and sourced a new type
of film imported from the Far East.
He lived most of his married life with Deirdre in
West Sussex. They also had a property in France
where they divided their time for many years.
Andrew’s hobbies were many and varied – he learnt
to fly, loved sailing and was a member of the local
shoot. He was never happier than when socialising
with friends and will be sorely missed.
With due acknowledgement to Deirdre for
forwarding this background to Andrew’s life and
career; messages of condolence have been duly
passed to her.

WILLIAM ANDREW (ANDY) WATTS
(1954/1961)

mother taught and eventually headed up the Prep
Department. After leaving school at 16 I attended
Taunton Technical College then served a plumbing
apprenticeship with the family firm of Watts Brothers
based in Chard, owned by my father and his brother
Albert Watts. The firm was founded in 1930 by my
grandfather Albert Henry Watts under whom my
father served his apprenticeship. My aunt Lilian
looked after the office and did the books.
For many years Watts Brothers was the only plumbing
firm in Chard and they trained many people who
went on to set up their own businesses. In the late
1950s Watts Brothers employed 16 plumbers. I
was their last apprentice in 1962. During my
apprenticeship I attended Taunton Tech. one day a
week and passed the City & Guilds Final, Advanced
and Full Technological Certificates.
From my early years I showed an interest in music
and my mother encouraged me to learn the piano and
violin - all to no avail as my first love was playing
the drums! Whilst at Chard School four friends
and I formed a skiffle group called ‘The Dusty Road
Ramblers’. During the summer we performed in a
barn in the village of Wayford near Chard. A BBC
producer saw us play and invited us to appear on the
popular TV programme ‘All Your Own’ with Huw
Wheldon at the BBC studios in Bristol on Sunday 4th
September 1960.
I went on to play in various other jazz and pop groups
culminating in the Roland Halliday Dance Orchestra
which backed Matt Munroe at the Pavilion Theatre,
Weymouth.

Once again the Secretary’s inbox was inundated with
messages of condolence following the notification
back in May from Deirdre Forman of the sad and
unexpected death of her husband Andrew who was
a pupil at Chard from 1953-1959. In his last year, as
a boarder in Wyndham House he had instant recall
of the disastrous and terrifying experience of the fire
that completely destroyed and razed the House to
the ground but was always mercifully thankful there
were no fatalities or serious injuries.
After school Andrew started his own company
selling self-adhesive tape but then began a successful
business supplying large glazing manufacturers, both

Obituaries for Andy published by the Worshipful
Company of Plumbers and Chartered Institute
of Plumbing and Heating Engineering were
circulated to OCs shortly after his death in June
2021. Unsurprisingly these also led to an influx of
correspondence from OCs as far afield as Australia.
The obits are too lengthy to repeat here but what
better tribute than to place on record Andy’s life in
his own words:I was born on Friday 4th May 1945 in Crewkerne
hospital. My father was William (Billy) Watts, a
Master Plumber and my mother Margaret (Peggy)
Watts, a teacher.
From my birth until I was 21. I lived in Victoria
Avenue, Chard and attended Chard School where my

OBITUARIES - WILLIAM ANDREW
(ANDY) WATTS
Michael Vickery knew Andy well and was at school
with him for 5-6 years in the 1950s. Andy used to
spend 6 weeks with him on the farm at Wayford.
They built a stage in the barn and gave music
evenings to the people in the village and also played
at various hospitals and clubs in the area. He could
tell he was a very talented drummer and feels it
helped him on his way in that aspect of his career.
When I was 21 I applied to become a technical
assistant at the Registered Plumbers Association
(RPA) based in Hornchurch, Essex. I joined them
in 1966 effectively starting a second apprenticeship
working under the General Secretary, Jimmy Haig.
In 1970 the RPA merged with The Institute of
Plumbing and I also met my wife to be Marjorie
(Marj/Jo) Horsnell. We were married on 20th March
1971 and had two children - Helen born October
1973 and Simon two years later in October 1975.
When Jimmy Haig retired in 1971 I took over
as Executive Director retiring 35 years later in
2006. The Institute developed into The Institute of
Plumbing and Heating Engineering and was granted
a Royal Charter in 2008. In 1994 I received an
award, the MBE (Member of the British Empire) for
services to the plumbing industry being one of the
first of two nominees of the Construction Industry
Council along with the architect/engineer Ted
Happold who was Knighted.
From 1966 util 2008 I served as Secretary of The
World Plumbing Council (WPC) a role which took
me to many counties in the UK. During this period
WPC and the World Health Organisation (WHO)
published Guidelines on Health Aspects of Plumbing.
Throughout my working life I continued my
interest in music and for 30 years played drums
with Pete Corrigan’s Band of Hope which held
Sunday lunchtime sessions at the Queens Theatre,
Hornchurch.
Andy fails to mention he played before HM The
Queen accompanied by the Duke of Edinburgh
when they visited Hornchurch on the occasion of
the 50th anniversary of the opening of the Queens
Theatre. Andy met Prince Philip and reminded him
that they had met previously when he was 16 on
completion of his Bronze Award for the Duke of
Edinburgh Awards Scheme. He showed the Duke
a photo of both of them together on that earlier

occasion. They both agreed they had changed
somewhat since then!
I have had a lifetime fascination with wireless
technology and became a licensed radio amateur in
1983. To obtain a full license you also had to pass a
Post Office Morse (CW) test of 12 words per minute.
This I did in 1983 with the help of my lovely Motherin-Law Dorothy (Sip) Horsnell who worked in
Brentwood Post Office in the 1930s and who had an
excellent grasp of Morse Code. I was issued with the
callsign G4VIW.
In summary, I have had a happy life blessed with
good health, a lovely wife ad wonderful family. I
have been incredibly lucky.
Signed by Andy Watts and dated 4th July 2020
Barely a year later Andy was admitted to hospital
with severe respiratory difficulties on 9th June 2021
and sadly passed away six days later aged 76. His
funeral, with restricted numbers due to Covid was
held on Friday 23rd July 2021 at the South Essex
Crematorium in Upminster. A Memorial Service
will be held in London next year, provisionally on
what would have been his birthday - 4th May
2022.
Finally it is worthy of note that The Times
newspaper printed an obituary for Andy on
Saturday 7th August under the heading ‘Ebullient
CEO and driving force behind registration for
plumbers’.

MAY THEY REST IN PEACE

SCHOOL NEWS
START OF NEW TERM
It was a super, sunny start to the Autumn
Term on Monday, 6th September! So
wonderful to see lots of smiling faces, busy
classrooms and bustling outdoor spaces...
it’s great to be back!

SCHOOL NEWS
SPACE ODYSSEY
To mark the launch of their new whole
school Topic ‘Explorers & Adventurers’,
Chard School pupils were treated to a visit
from a travelling Planetarium which was
installed in the school gym. The Planetarium
was supplied by Space Odyssey which offers
spectacular 360 degree Space and Biology
learning experiences for children and adults
of all ages. From rockets to astronauts
and space stations to distant galaxies, the
Planetarium transported the children on a
breath-taking journey through space and
time.

SCHOOL NEWS
ART NEWS
As part of their new ‘Space’ Topic,
Monmouth have been looking at
photographs of Nebulae and have used
acrylic paints, sponges and brushes to create
the effect of dust and stars. The finished
pieces are really ‘out of this world’ and make
a wonderful display!
In Art, Upper Cerdic have been learning how
to create visually interesting research pages
on alien masks as inspiration for their 3D
creations which they will be building over the
coming weeks. The children are very excited
to start making the base for their masks in
next week’s lesson!
In their Art lessons, Wyndham have been
enjoying using oil pastels on black paper
to observe and draw Space Rockets in the
style of Peter Thorpe. The results look very
effective!

SCHOOL NEWS
PRE-PREP NEWS
In Maths Symes have been focussing on
numbers up to 4. These ‘Three Little Pigs’
went out on an Autumn scavenger hunt
to see if they could find 4 leaves, sticks
and stones to support their work. They
were very proud of their collection... great
number work Symes!
Since Pre-Prep’s exciting visit to the Space
Odyssey Planetarium, the role play area in
their classroom area has transformed into
the International Space Station complete
with a laboratory to conduct Science
experiments. The children have been
enjoying exploring the area and have also
made their own Planet Earths to view from
it.

SCHOOL NEWS
ENGLISH NEWS
In English, Harris have been writing
their own graphic novel inspired by the
book ‘Hilda and the Troll’. Mr Sills is
looking forward to reading the finished
pieces!
In English Upper Cerdic have written
their own version of ‘Blunt the Knives’
from The Hobbit. They got into character
and performed their songs at a reenactment of the Feast at the start of the
book! Looks great fun!
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